Directions for completing SAS CORE CURRICULUM ASSESSMENT REPORT:

Completing a Core Curriculum Assessment Report is a requirement for all faculty members teaching courses that are certified in the new SAS CORE. Faculty members should get in the habit of completing these reports at the same time they submit their grades. The assessment process is designed to be flexible enough to meet the needs of all faculty members teaching all Core classes. It need not take more than ten or fifteen minutes to complete.

The assessment form can be found online on the English Department webpage, under “Faculty” and “Faculty Forms,” as well as on the website for the SAS Office of Undergraduate Education Information. The form should be completed and returned with any required supporting documents to Leandra Cain, leandra@rci.rutgers.edu, in the English Undergraduate Office.

The key to submitting the form in simple fashion is understanding that assessment is similar to, but not exactly the same thing as grading. Imagine your typical grade-book, which tracks the work of individual students along a horizontal axis over the course of a semester, providing a final evaluation of individual students. In order to do assessment, you will not be tracking horizontally but vertically, drilling down in a column of your choosing. You are not assessing individual students, but rather students as an aggregate. And you are not assessing overall achievement, but achievement geared precisely towards the “learning goal” the course was designed to address.

Instructions for completing each part of the Assessment Report follow. Please feel free to contact Brad Evans, brad.evans@rutgers.edu, if you have any questions.

ASSESSMENT TOOL: In most cases, mark CRC GENERIC RUBRICS. The Core Curriculum Review Committee (CRC) has already done the work of providing generic rubrics for assessing each of the core learning goals. You should use them unless you have developed specialized assessment rubrics for your class. You can consult the “CRC Generic Rubrics for Core Goals” online on the department webpage (Faculty—Faculty Forms), and they are also embedded as a link on the Assessment Report for your convenience. 

PROMPT: This refers to any particular assignment (i.e. any vertical column on your grading sheet) that you are using for the purpose of completing the assessment form. It can be an essay, a creative project, a quiz, an exam, or an oral presentation. It is entirely up to you to decide what you would like to use to perform the assessment. If too long to fit in the box provided, you can attach the prompt to the form as a Word Doc or PDF.

CORE CURRICULUM GOAL BEING ASSESSED: That would be the letter assigned to the “Core Learning Goal” assigned to your class, in most cases either “P” or “R.” For an explanation of the learning goals, refer to the “CRC Generic Rubrics” described above.

SUMMARY ASSESMENT OF GOAL: This column, in yellow, is the one line that matters the most. You should provide a numerical tally of the number of students meeting the goal. Generally, these will correspond to your letter grades for that particular assignment.

PLANS FOR MODIFICATION IN LIGHT OF RESULTS, IF ANY: You can fill this part out as you see fit. “No modifications at this time” is a satisfactory response. You might also take such actions as changing the prompt, teaching a different set of texts, or working more intensively with your TAs.

